Although tooth-supported cantilevered fixed partial dentures (FPD) are somewhat controversial in their rates of clinical success, there is consensus that they require more consideration and planning than a conventional FPD. 1 With the introduction of ICFPD for the completely edentulous arch (ie, Branemark approach), the cantilever has gained acceptance in implant dentistry. 2 The renewed interest in short-span ICFPD resulting from this acceptance of cantilever design in the completely edentulous arch has led to questions about longer-term survival rates with ICFPD in the partially edentulous patient.
